CROWNER'S QUEST
lowing the description closely. " But I don't under-
stand how any woman can balance and revolve on the
top of a pole without injuring herself in some way."
" It's easy enough if you 'ave a belt, for the top of
the pole spins round on ball-bearings; but it's far
more dangerous on 'er back. She couldn't manage
it nohow. She couldn't get her 'ead back far enough,
and there was no 'elping herself if she got dizzy.
But it's easy enough if you 'ave a belt, kind of cup-
shaped buckle. You has to be agile all right."
" How did she break her nose ?"
" If you arsks me, she broke it when she lept away
from the pole. She landed on her feet orl roight, but
she hit herself with 'er knee on the nose. The other
two blokes fell 'eavier."
" Where are the other acrobats ?"
" In hospital still, but they have nothing to add to
the evidence."
" Gentlemen, you can view the corpse."
" Oo wants to view 'im ? I seen 'im take the
count. I seen him all roight. I knows Jem
Broughton's form. One over the oight 'e 'ad all
roight."
The Law was explained to the reluctant old pugilist.
While the corpse was being viewed, Friery said non-
chalantly to the Serjeant, " Tell Mrs. Brotonne that
I want to see her as soon as she gets out of Mercer's.
And you might tell the boys that * Natural Causes '
will do if they want to be in time for the first race at
Leopardstown."